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BACKGROUND 
Definition  

  
 Intravenous Immunoglobulins (IVIg) is a human blood products 

containing predominantly IgG pooled from thousands donors. 
 

 Treatment 
• Immunodeficiency 
• Autoimmune diseases: Idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura 
                                   Myasthenia gravis  
                                   Inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy  
                                   Systemic lupus erythematosus                                                            
                                  
                     
 

 
 
 
 
 



BACKGROUND 

Serious Adverse Events of IVIg  

  
 Anaphylaxis 

 Renal failure 

 Leukocytoclastic skin vasculitis 

 Thromboembolic events   

 

 The risk factors are still unknown  

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 



CASE GROUP 

 

All patients received IVIg 

Individual who developed 

TE (Stroke, MI, PE, DVT) 

19 patients 

August 1998-May 2004 

During period of IVIg 
infusion or within 2 
weeks after last dose 

 

 

CONTROL GROUP 

 

All patients received IVIg 

Individual who did not 
develop TE  

           38 patients. 

August 1998-May 2004 

During period of IVIg 
infusion or within 2 

weeks after last dose 

71 year olds 





Ten-fold 

 higher 



CONCLUSION 

 

• Elderly patients receiving IVIg are at moderately risk 
for developing TE events. 

• The risk for TE events associated with IVIg increases 
as the number of CV risk factors. 

• The mechanisms of TE event associated IVIg are still 
unknown. 

 

 

 

 


